CHAPTER XIII

There is no more restless man in all Europe than the
kaiser. It is related of him at the Court of Berlin that
when on one occasion he inquired of Ms brother, Prince
Henry, if he could suggest to him anything new where-
with to startle both his own subjects and the world in gen-
eral, the sailor prince, with a merry laugh, proposed that
his majesty should remain perfectly quiet, without saying or
doing anything, for an entire week! That, he assured his
imperial brother, would amaze and dumbfound the entire
universe more than anything else that could possibly be
conceived.

While this lack of repose on the part of William is the
source of a good deal of fun both at home and abroad,
there is no doubt that it has had the effect of strengthening
the monarchial system in Prussia to a far greater degree
than in any previous reign. It is not that the kaiser is
more popular than his predecessors on the throne. On
the contrary, it may be doubted whether he holds the same
place in the affections of the German people as did his
father and grandfather. But while it is possible to imagine
a Prussia without either of them, it is difficult to picture to
oneself a Germany without William 1 It seems as if he
were indispensable to the existence of the nation, and that
if anything untoward were to happen to him? everything in
Germany would suddenly stop working, precisely as if the
mainspring of a watch were to break. He conveys the
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